



^^since the great starships^^^^S 
left a dying Earth and ventured ga 

through the emptiness of interstellar ^ 
space in search of new homes under ^ 
other suns. Some headed for Barnard s 
Star or Sirius. and many never reached 
their destination. but most settled on the 
fifth planet of the three-sunned Alpha 
Centauri system. Here they built ihe i 
\ nnmnuter-citv. The Wheel. £ 
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I DON'T UNOERSTANO 
WHAT IS AU TMIS? 
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JONATHAN GAUNT, YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN 
FOR A MISSION OF PRIME IMPORTANCE. YOU 
HAVE JUST COMPLETED A TEST ... NOBODY 
WAS KILLED, MERELY STUNNED. AN ANALYSIS OF 
YOUR REACTIONS AND ABIUTIES IN THE FACE OF 
DANGER HAS BEEN MADE ... YOU ARE IDEAL 
FOR THE MISSION. 
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WHAT IS THIS MISSION? 
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ISTEN CLOSEIY GAUNT. THE FUTURE 
nOFOUR CITY. THE WHEEL. Wlll 
I DEPEND ON YOU. I- 


v^> 


THE COMPUTER PRODUCEO A HOIOSCOPE PICTURE. 
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YOU KNOW THAT 200 YEARS AGO THE LAST STARSHIPS IEFT AN L 
OVERCROWOEO EARTH AND JOURNEYED HERE. TO ALPHA CENTAUR! V. 
THEY BUILT THIS CITY. THE WHEEL... ~ 
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IT WAS THEN THAT I WAS CONSTRUCTED TO BECOME 
BOTH BRAIN AND HEART OF THE WHEEL. I HOID THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF TWO WORLDS IN MY CIRCUITS. AND I 
ONTfiOL Alt OF THE WHEEl'S VITAL FUNCTIONS. 
POWER. WATER. AGRICULTURE ... f — iï| 
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IN THE WHEEL. I AM THE GUARDIAN OF LIFE AND DEATH. NO DECISION IS MADE 
WITHOUT MY CONSENT; EVERYÏHING IS SUBJECT TO MY APPROVAl 
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MY TAPES CONTAIN VAST UBRARIES OF DATA. 
AND WHIL6 I WAS PERFORMING A ROUTINE 
ASSESSMENT OF THE ACCUMULATED 
INFORMATION. I OISCOVERfcD A CODE TAPE 
MADE IN THE DAYS PRIOR TO MANKIND'S 
JOURNEY FROM EARTH. THE TAPE REVEALED THE 
SECRET LOCATION OF ... THE STARDUST 
EQUATION ... THE SECRET OF IMMORTAUTY! 
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THE STARDUST EQUATION? BUT 
THAT'S JUST A MYTH. A STORY FOR 
CHILDREN... 
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NO. IT IS FACT. THE BOON THAT THE _ 
EQUATION'S HEaIING AND IIFE-GIVING 
-I PROPERTIES WIIL BRING TO THE r 
1INHABITAN TS OF THE WHEEL W1U BE £ 
-JS INVALUABIE. mOffSOT 
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YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY MY SCAN OF AU CITIZENS AS THE PERSON 
MOST IIKELY TO SUCCEED IN BRINGING BACK THE EOUATlON IT Wlll BE 
YOUR JOB TO BRAVE THE DANGERS OF INTERSTEUAR SPACE AND CLAIM 
THE GREATEST PRIZE OF TWO WORIDS. Wlll YOU DO THIS. JONATHAN 

GAUNT? 
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M HONOURED. YES. 
—T l'LL DO IT! 
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THE TAPE GAVE ONIY A SET OF 
CO-ORDINATES—THEY ARp IN THE 
NAVLOG OF THE SHIP PREPARED FOR 
YOU. 
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COMMANOER BALOR 


YES. BALOR. WHILE I PERFORMED A 
J ROUTINE DATA ASSESSMENT. A 
TERRIBLE PROPHECY CAME TO ME .. 


YOU HAVE A MISSION 
C FOR ME. IBEUEVE?r 


THE EVIL BALOR WAS COMMANDER OF THE 
COMPUTER S SECRET POLICE. HIS RUTHLESS ] 
CRUELTY MADE HIM IDEAL FOR THE 
EUMINATION OF ANY HINT OF D1SAGREEMENT 
WITH THE COMPUTER'S DEOSIONS.' 1 AtU 


II I SAW MY OWN DESTRUCTION. [ƒ 
BALOR. I SAW A REBELLION LED BY A 
1 MAN I NOW KNOW. JONATHAN T 
Ï71 GAUNT WILL DESTROY ME! WiJf 
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... UNLESS YOU DESTROY HIM. HE IS A 
POPULAR MAN, ANO A NATURAl 
LEADER—SO YOUR TASK MUST TAKE 
PLACE WHERE NO SUSPICION WILl FALl 
UPON ME. I 
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AND JONATHAN GAUNT WILL BE 
HAILED AS THE BRAVE MAN WHO 
7* NEVER RETURNED FROM HIS < 
\HEROIC JOURNEY. VERY CLEVER J 
r m SEE TO IT. GOODBYE. 
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NOT EVEN BALQR KNEW THE REAL TRUTH. THE 
SUDDEN KNOWLEDGE OF IT5 IMPENDING^ 
DESTRUCTION HAD CAUSED AN ELECTRONIC 
BREAKDOWN IN THE COMPUTER'S LOGIC 
CIRCUITS. IN EFFECT. IT WAS NOW MAD! 
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AS BALOR WALKEO AWAY, GAUNT'S CRAFT ROAREDINTO SPACE. 
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I AM TOLD THE EQUATION IS ON SATURN'S 
IARGEST MOON, TITAN. 
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RIGHT. TALUS. ACTIVATE THE ION 
PROPULSION UNITS. 
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NOTFAR BEHIMD. IN 
BAIOR'S SHIP ... 
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SO THE HUMANOIDS HAVE BEEN 
DESTROYED? OUR FRIEND GAUNT IS 
ftMORE R ESOURCEFUL THAN Ijl 
Bjegropr iMAGiNED.gggJZ- 
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STILL. THE HUMANOIDS WERE SIMPLY 
TO TEST THE SHIP'S DEFENCES. 
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UEUTENANT! INITIATE BATTIÉ 
PROCEDURES. THE NEXT ATTACK WILL 
BEGIN ON MY SIGNAL 
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YES, COMMANDER. 
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MEANWHILE. GAUNT WAS THINKING. 
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THERE'S SOMETHING NOT QUITE 
RIGHT ABOUTTHIS AFFAIR. 


IF WE HAD MORE DATA I COULD 
ADVANCE SOME KIND OF I - 
HYPOTHESIS. BUT . 1 

GAUNT! LOOK! f - 
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SENSORS HAVE PICKED UP 
UNIDENTIFIED CRAFT! VISUAL 
CONTACT ... F23A FIGHTERS ... 
HOSTIIE. 
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THE LAST FIGHTER IIMPED BACK TO THE MOTHERSHIP AND OUT CUMBED BALOR. 
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GAUNT IS OEVER 




)T 


.. . BUT BY THE TIME I HAVE 
FINISHED WITH HIM, HE WILL BEG 
FOR DEATH. 
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GAUNT AND TAIUS RETURNED TO THEIR STARSHIP 
AND BEFORÉ LONG THE iON ENGINES SlOWED 
AS THEY ENTERED EARTH'S SOlAf? SYSTEM 
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HE Sï 4RSHIF' TOUCHEO DOWN AT THE DEREUCT SPACE STATION 
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ÏM SURE THE MAN I SAW IN THAT 
ESCAPING FIGHTER WAS BALOR! 
WHY WOULD HE WANT TO Klll ME? 
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YOUMUST BE MISTAKEN. 
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WE WERE AnACKED BY OUR OWN 
SHIPS. HOW COULD THE COMPUTER 
FAIt TO KNOW ABOUT IT? 
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GAUNT. THERE'S 
SOMETHINGHERE! 
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GAUNT BROUGHT THE CRAFT DOWN TO 
THE RIM OF THE VOlCANO. 
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EVEN A5 THEY DESCENDED INTO THE VOLCANO. BAlOR AND HI5 KILLERS ARRIVED 


YOU THREE STAY ON GUARO. THERE IS NO WAY 
ESLthat GAUNT CAN ESCAPE US NOW. kjt 






DOWN IN THE FIERY HEART OF THE VOLCANO. TAIUS HAD MADE A DlSCOVERY 


J IT'S HERE GAUNT— | 
ANOTHER MICROFILM 


PlAY IT THROUGH 





















i NO NEED TO HIDE. GAUNT. I t, 
KNOW WHERE YOU ARE. MEN- 
■ T KUL HIM! ) ^ 
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GAUNT BIASTED ROCKS WHICH FEU INTO BALOR'S PATH. 
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^WATCHOUT. HE'S.. 
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COME ON. TAIUS. 
7lET'S GET BACK.1 






THE GUAROS AT THE TOP WERE QUICKIY OVERCOME. 
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THE PHOTON TORPS EXPIODED SlMULTAENEOUSlY AND THE VOlCANO RIM GAVE 
WAY. THE FOUR SPACECRAFT TOPPIED JNTO THE HEARTOF NIX OlYMPICA. f * 


THE SPACECRAFT ENGINES EXPIODED ON CONTACT 
WITH THE LAVA. TRIGGERING A MASSIVE ERUPTION 
Of MOLTEN ROCK AND BURNING ASH ^ 




ON THE STARSHIP. 
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WHAT NOW? 


THOSE COORDINATES MUST 
MEAN SOMETHING—PERHAPS 
THERE IS AN EQUATION. 
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THERE ISN'T MUCH CHOICE. TO 
EARTH ... THEY'll KUL ME IF I GO BACK 
X JO THE WH EEL .. . AND I DON'T EVEN ] 
lT7l K NOW WHY. rv V» 
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BUT UNKNOWN TO GAUNT, BACK ON MARS . 


* 


ff 










HAVE YOUR LOGIC CIRCUITS 
FUSED? I WAS A FOOI TO BE 
TAKEN IN BY THAT STORY. AU 
WE'VE MANAGED TO DO IS KIU 
BALOR. SO MUCH FOR THE 
STARDUST EQUATION. 
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KIU... GAUNT_KIU 

GAUNT... KIU... 
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GAUNT ENTEREO EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE. NOW STRANGEIY ALTERED BY HE PASSING 
OF TWO CENTURIES. -I ! > • Ü ♦ 
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THE AIR'S FINE GAUNT. THE OXYGEN 

I COUNT HAS GONE UP DUE TO ANI 
INCREASE IN VEGETATION. THE I 
CO ORDINATES POINT TO A RUINED 
g CITY O N AN ISlAND NEARTHEJ 
M A I N 1 A N D M A s S ecaBfl 


WE'LL BE ABLE TO 
8REATHE. I HOPE.' 
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TALUS GUIDED THE SHJP DOWN TO A IEVEL LANDING IN A PLANT-INFESTED SQUARE 
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I HAVE BEEN ]_ 

EXPECTING SOMEONE FOR A LONG TIME 
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EXPECTING WHO? AND WHY? 
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SOMEONE FOR THE 
STARDUST EQUATION— 
s *“7 THE SECRETOF 
V IMMORTAUTY. 


IT WAS HIDDEN BECAUSE MANKIND 
WASNT READY FOR IT. THE MAN WHO 
DISCOVERED IT LEFT CLUES WHEN 
HE WENT INTO SPACE. LATER HIS V 
SON CAME BACK TO EARTH IN /* 
• SEARCH OF IT AND FOUND 
NOTHING. HE AND SOME OTHERS \ 
SET UP A SMALL COMMUNITY HERE. f 
^J'M THE LAST OF THAT LINE AND ITy 
WAS M E THAT FOUND THE ^ 
I lim EQUATION! 
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l'M SORRY. TAIUS. 
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FOR WHAT? WE HAVE 
DISCOVEREDTHATTHE 
COMPUTER IS MAD .. .AS MY 
CIRCUITS ARE FAIUNG. IT IS UP TO 
YOU TO DEFEAT IT. GOODBYE, 
FRIEND. 
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WHAT MAS HAPPENED TO MY ARMY? 
1WHY ARE THERE SO FEW ON DUTY?[ 
^ " v l""k'l TELL ME! QT1 P>\ 
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WE DON'T KNOW WHERE THE OTHERS ARE. THE WHOLE 
CITY'S BEEN STRANGE FOR DAYS NOW. NO-ONE SEEMS TO 
KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON. 
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UNTIL AT LAST 
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GAUNT ... I HAVE BROUGHT MY OWN 
DOOM—FULFILIED MY OWN 
PROPHECY! YOU HAD NO THOUGHT 
OF REBEIUON UNTIL I SENT YOU ON A 
FAISE QUEST ... THAT TURNED OUT 
TO BE TRUE. DO YOU NOT SEE THE 
JOKE? ... HA! HA! HA! HA! PTNI 
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THE LOGIC CIRCUITS HAD COMPLTELY FUSED—THE COMPUTER WAS INSANE 
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WE’VE beatentheL^ 
COMPUTER. BUT WE HAVE T 
TO BUILD A NEW SOCIETY / 
WITHOUT DEPENDENCE ON ’ 
MACHINES UKE THAT QNE.^ 
I'M NOT A LEADER. 
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THE WHEEL WOULD NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN, BUT NEITHER WOULD GAUNT 
A MAN WHO COULD HAVE BEEN IMMORTAl. 
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GET INTO ORBIT 



IT’S ON SALE IN YOUR 
NEWSAGENT’S NOW 










On December 21, 1968, three men w ere launched in 
an Apollo 8 spacecraft atop a Saturn 5 roclref. The 
Apollo Q crew. Frank Borman, pictured here having o 
preflight medical, James Lovell and William Anders 
entered orbit around the Moon and circled it ten times 

over Chrlstmas . 













